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That Was Fast!
2006 i1s Already Here!

By Dick Bennett, Club President

Out with the OLD YEAR and in with the&. NEW YEAR! It is a great time to take stock in
what the Caloosa Riders Club accomplished during 2005 and what we expect for the exciting,
brand NEW YEAR&.2006!

So, What Rides were Organized in 2005?

The Peddle and Paddle outing was a great success! Following a great morning bicycle
ride in Cape Coral, many adventurous members convened in Matlacha for a kayak trip into the
mangroves and surrounding area. We did not lose anyone.

The Royal Palm Classic was again a successful fundraiser for the Club. We provided several
well-marked routes and a delicious cookout for the participants.

The Shark Valley outing took us to the Everglades and the opportunity to see a lot of wildlife
and some very large alligators, up-close and personal!

The Memorial Day Picnic ride at the Cape Coral Yacht Club had 40 riders enjoying a
beautiful day and a pot luck cookout!

The Zolfo Springs ride took us from Punta Gorda into the middle of the state on a hot
summer weekend.

Hurricane Wilma tblew offi our third planned Key West Ride via the 0Big Water6. Look for
it to be rescheduled in 2006.

The annual Thanksgiving Day Turkey Leg ride from Ft. Myers to Naples and back was
again a success with many riders joining in this unsupported ride. Some did the full century
and many did the shorter distance options depending on where members joined in.

Twice as many riders joined Christmas Lights Night Ride this year for a beautiful ride
around Cape Coral followed by a cheery social time at the Haleis house.

The Club Christmas Party at Cape Harboris Community Building was heavily attended.
Great food, great location, great gift exchange and great fun!

So, What Else happened?

Club members stuffed goodie bags, marked the routes and rode in the Tour de Cape in January
in support of the Cape Coral Parks & Recreation Department.

We contributed two childrenis bikes and helmets to the Kiwanis Fundraiser.

We donated, delivered and assembled a lunch table to the Lehigh Acres Saturday rest stop.

Many members supported the Bike Florida event in the Florida panhandle this Spring.

We made our voice heard at the Lee County Commissioners meeting for bike lanes along
Buckingham Road.

Many members joined in the Ft. Myers Memorial Bike Ride to honor those riders who have
died or were injured while riding their bike.

The Club supported Bike to Work Week by making a ceremonial loop of the Miracle Baseball
diamond prior to a home game.

All our club routes were remarked during the summer to make it easier for both Club Members
and non-members who use our published routes.

We supported the creation of bike lanes along many of the NW Cape Coral roads. That support
generated many more miles of bike lanes in that section of the Cape.

We supported the publication of the second edition of Lee County Bicycle Route Map with a
$1,000 Sponsorship contribution.
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